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SUMMARY. FROM OUR VANTAGE, WE SEE NO RPT NO ADVERSE SAUDI 
REACTION TO HAMDI’S VISIT TO CHINA AND NORTH KOREA. IT IN 
SOME WAYS BUTTRESSES THE SWING HAMDI HAS MADE FROM THE 
SOVIETS TO THE SAUDIS AND PROVIDES SOME POLITICAL ARMOR 
FOR HAMDI AGAINST HIS LEFTIST ARAB CRITICS. END SUMMARY. 

1 . IT IS CLEAR TO EVERYONE HERE THAT IBRAHIM HAMDI HAS 
TURNED THE YAR SHARPLY AWAY FROM THE POLICY OF HIS 
PREDECESSOR, ABDALL RAHMAN AL-IRYANI. HAMDI HAS REDUCED 
YEMEN'S DEALINGS WITH THE LEFT IN THE ARAB WORLD AND WITH 
THE SOVIETS IN ORDER TO ATTRACT MORE SAUDI SUPPORT. 

IRYANI ALWAYS WAS MORE DISTRUSTFUL OF THE SAUDIS AND, 
PERHAPS REMEMBERING SOVIET AID TO THE REPUBLIC IN THE PAST. 
MORE HOPEFUL THAT THE USSR COULD BE INDUCED AGAIN TO 
HELP OUT IN THE MILITARY AND ECONOMIC FIELD. ALTHOUGH 
HAMDI’S SWING TO THE RIGHT HAS BROAD SUPPORT IN YEMEN, 

HE MUST PROTECT HIMSELF FROM THE LEFT, WHICH INRONICALLY 
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INCLUDES A LOT OF OPPORTUNISTIC TRIBAL ELEMENTS WHOM 
THE SAUDIS HAVE ABANDONED IN REACHING OUT TO HAMDI. 

2. HAMDI DOES NOT FEEL, HOWEVER, THAT EITHER SAUDI 
SUPPORT IS SO STRONG OR THE YEMENI LEFT IS SO WEAK 
THAT HE CAN CUT HIS RELATIONSHIP WITH COMMUNIST STATES 
OR WITH ARAB RADICALS. HE ALSO FEELS ESPECIALLY 
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GRATEFUL TO THE CHINESE, WHOSE HELP HAS BEEN GENEROUS 
AND NEVER USED TO PROMOTE POLITICAL POSITIONS OR INDUCE 
POLITICAL STANDS BY THE YAR. 

2. NEVERTHELESS, WE THINK THE MEASURE OF HAMDI IN EYES OF 
SHREWD SAUDI VIEWERS IS NOT WHAT HE HAS PRESERVED IN 
YEMEN'S TRADITIONAL POLITICAL ORIENTATION BUT WHAT HE 
HAS GAINED IN NEW RELATIONSHIP (AND AVOWEDLY THE MOST 
IMPORTANT ONE) WITH THE KINGDOM. SAUDIS CAN MAKE 
ALLOWANCES FOR THE DESIRE AND NEED OF YEMENI PRESIDENT 
TO PARADE HIMSELF ON A WORLD STAGE, HOWEVER BRIEFLY AND 
RITUALISTICALLY, AND THEY CAN ALSO TAKE SATISFACTION 
IN KNOWING THAT EVERY STEP HE TAKES IN PEKING AND 
SHANGHAI IS ANOTHER WOUND TO SOVIET AMOUR-PROPRE HERE. 

4. THE SOVIETS IN SANA ARE SAYING THAT THE CHINA 
TRIP WAS A DSIAPPOINTMENT, BOTH BECAUSE THE YEMENIS 
PICKED UP ECHOES OF DOMESTIC DISORDER THERE AND 
DIDN'T GET ENOUGH NEW AID. AT THE SAME TIME, ACCORDING 
TO VALERY KRAVCHENKO, WELL-INFORMED COUNSELOR IN 
THE SOVIET EMBASSY HERE, THE CHINESE PROMISED ONLY $US 
27 MILLION IN NEW FUNDS TO FINISH THE LARGE PRC ROAD 
PROJECTS HERE. KRAVCHENKO NOTES THERE WERE 

NO NEW PROJECTS AGREED ON, AND NO FURTHER MILITARY 
AGREEMENTS. WHAT WAS CLEAR TO KRAVCHENKO WHEN HE 
SPOKE TO THE DM ON JANUARY 8, HOWEVER, IS THAT CHINESE 
AID HERE HAS MADE AN IMPORTANT NEW DEPARTURE WHILE SOVIET 
AID IS PLEDGING THE LAST OF ITS 1964 CREDITS. THE 
PROSPECT IS FOR SOVIET AID TO CONTINUE TO DECLINE AND 
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CHINESE AID TO CONTINUE AT THE SAME LEVEL. MEANWHILE, U.S. 
MILITARY AID BEGAN AT LAST TO ARRIVE WHILE HAMDI WAS 
IN PEKING. KRAVCHNEKO ADMITS THIS. HE IS ALSO EXPLICIT 
ON THE RESPECT AND GRATITUDE OF THE YEMENIS FOR THE 
CHINESE, UNLIKE THEIR ATTITUDES TOWARD THE SOVIETS. 

5. AS FOR THE YEMENI REACTION TO CHINA, WE JUDGE 
THAT IT APPEARS TO BE ONE OF CONFIDENCE AND RESPECT 
DESPITE WHATEVER INTERNAL TROUBLES THE YEMENIS 

MAY HAVE SENSED. KRAVCHENKO MAY TAKE SOME SOLACE IN THE 
FACT THAT HAMDI DIDN'T ALLOW HIMSELF TO BE DRAWN 
INTO PRC ANTI-SOVIET POLEMICS, BUT HE IS BLUFFING 
WHEN HE SAYS THE TRIP IS A DISAPPOINTMENT TO THEM. QUITE 
THE CONTRARY. IT IS A DISAPPOINTMENT TO THE SOVIETS. 

6. IN SHORT, WE SEE LITTLE IN THE HAMDI VISIT TO PEKING 
WHICH WOULD IRRITATE THE SAUDIS, AND WE BELIEVE 
MOREOVER THAT HE SPECIFICALLY CLEARED THE TRIP IN 
ADVANCE WITH KING KHALID AND OTHER SAUDIS. 
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7. AS FOR THE VISIT TO NORTH KOREA, IT WAS SHORT AND 
DEPRESSING. 

8. IF EMBASSY JIDDA GETS OTHER VIBRATIONS ABOUT THE TRIP, 
WE WOULD BE MOST INTERESTED TO HEAR OF THEM. 

SCOTES 
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